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Ortelius of 1570 is a remarkable specimen, was in vogue for two 
centuries; its latest appearance, so far as known to Prof. Fiorini, 
being in Letter's Mappemonde of 1783, in which the equatorial and 
polar diameters are, respectively, of 92 and 46 centimetres. 

Cabinets and tables of ebony and other costly materials, adorned 
with the map of the world on the oval projection, inlaid in ivory, 
are preserved in the Trivulzi collection at Milan, in that of Count 
Emanuel Bertone and in the museum of the Chartreuse of San 
Martino at Naples. 

Geogenetische Beitrage von Dr. Otto Kuntze, Membre de V Academie 
Internationale de G^ographie • Botanique, Ordentlichem, Ausldn- 
dischem und Ehren-Mitgliede mehrerer gelehrter Geselhchaften. 
Mit 7 Textbildern und 2 Profilen. 8vo. Leipzig, Gressner &= 
Schramm, i8g^. 

The subjects of these Contributions are : Oscillation of Level in 
the Andes without a Catastrophe ; Denudation of Deserts, at present 
and in the Carboniferous Age ; Origin of the Chilian Saltpetre ; Sili- 
cification and Petrifaction of Woods; Continental. Salt-formation; 
and the Origin of Coal, whether from vegetation in situ (autoch- 
thon), from transported vegetation (allochthon), or from the sea 
(pelagochthon). 

Dr. Kuntze finds his evidence for the quiet changes of level in 
the Andes in the beds of iron-stained sands and laterite and in the 
similar flora of widely-separated regions, such as southern Chile 
and south-western Patagonia, on the one hand, and the coast 
mountain ranges of southern Brazil, on the other. 

The supposed evidences of glacial action in the pampas are 
referred to the wind and the changes of temperature. 

The deposits of saltpetre are attributed by Dr. Kuntze and by 
other authorities to the llamas and the guanacos. 

The paper on Petrifaction of Woods is a sharp reply to a criti- 
cism of the author's views by Dr. A. Rothpletz. 

The salt-deposits in regions remote from the sea are held to be 
the result of the decomposition of minerals containing chlorine. 

Dr. Kuntze comes to the conclusion, after a long and learned 
argument, that the coal-formations are of marine origin,* and he 
meets the objection based on the rootlets of the plant Stigmaria by 
affirming that the supposed rootlets are floating leaves. A sys- 

*...ist die pelagochthone Entstehung Carbotiischer Kohlenf elder die einzige 
riclitige Erkiarung;. . .(p. 77). 
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tematic botanist himself, he recognises the fact that every natu- 
ralist, at the present day, must be a specialist and, as such, must be 
content to fall behind in matters not of his province. This con- 
sideration, he says, does not hrnder some specialists from looking 
down in a lofty fashion on their fellow-worker^ in other fields, nor 
yet from expressing decided opinions on subjects which they have 
not mastered. Many are clouded by their own conceit, but if Dr. 
Kuntze speaks with authority on questions of geological knowledge, 
it is to be remembered that geology was his first love. 

Geographische Zeitschrift, Herausgegeben von Dr. Alfred Hettner, a. o. 
Professor an der Universitdt, Leipzig. Erster Jahrgang, Hefte 
I, 2, J u. 4. 8vo. Leipzig, Druck und Verlag von B. G. Teubner, 
1895. 

In the introduction to the first number of this new periodical, 
Dr. Hettner makes four groups of the subjects to be treated, viz. : 

1. Researches into problems in all branches of geography and 

the related sciences; 

2. Characteristics of individual regions, as well as descriptions 

of countries and peoples and studies of the aspects of nature ; 

3. Surveys and discussions of the changes in geographical con- 

ditions, such as the alterations in political geography, the 
movements of population, the developments of commercial 
intercourse, etc. ; 

4. The more important questions concerning methods of geo- 

graphical inquiry and instruction. 

The list of contributors contains many well-known names, and 
among the articles already published are the following: The 
Treaty of Shimonoseki in its Geographical Relations, by Baron von 
Richthofen ; The Influence of Climatic Variations upon Crops and 
the Prices of Corn in Europe, by Prof. E. Briickner; The Baltic 
and North Sea Canal, by Privy-Councillor Launhardt; The Yellow- 
stone National Park, by Privy-Councillor Credner; The Causes of 
Steppe Formation in Europe, by Prof. Nehring; Recent Investiga- 
tions and Views on the Structure of the Earth-Crust, by Dr. Alfred 
Philippson. 



